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Greek theme for Games Appeal Dinner

Decor, entertainment and menu followed the
theme appropriate to the host country for next
year’s Olympic Games, and the menu
demonstrated the versatility of our chefs,
featuring a Mezze Platter entree of octopus and
prawns, a main course of slow roasted leg of
lamb (Bouddin style), cheese spanakopita, and
dessert of nougat panna cotta with caramelised
brandied figs, followed by three varieties of Greek
confections.
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson AC, CVO, MBE, Governor of South Australia
(Centre) shares a lighthearted moment with former Governor Sir Eric
Neal AC, CVO, and Lady Neal AC, during the evening.

Exactly one year before the next Olympic Games, more than 900 people attended the Premier’s
Games Appeal Dinner at the Adelaide Convention Centre, to a Hellenic theme, and in the presence of
the Governor of South Australia (Her Excellency Marjorie Jackson-Nelson), the Premier of South
Australia (The Hon. Mike Rann) and the Chairman of the South Australian Olympic Appeal Committee
(Mr Robert Gerard). Past and present Olympians were at the tables, including South Australia’s 1984
Olympic Gold Medallists, Mike Turtur (cycling) and Dean Lukin (weightlifting).

According to the convenor (Margaret Ralston),
“It’s particularly important when people pay a
high price to attend a function, that everything
goes well. And above all it must be entertaining.
The sound must be perfect and everything must
work – then people walk away satisfied that
they’ve had their money’s worth. That’s what
happened on this occasion, and the phone
rings all day with compliments,” she said.

Introduced to South Australia in 1995, today
every State of Australia holds their Premier’s
Dinner as a periodical fundraiser to support
travel for athletes in the Olympic,
Commonwealth Games and Paralympic Teams.

Students from St George College escorted VIP guests 
to their tables



Welcoming service personnel on their return from Iraq, The Premier of South Australia – Hon. Mike Rann, discusses
their experiences with President of the RSL (SA) – Mr John Bailey, L/Seaman Edward Osborn (RAN), and Squadron
Leader Emma Wise (RAAF) 
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Today, Variety has spread
throughout 14 countries. In
South Australia, from
formation in 1983,
$19.4million net has been
raised to provide advanced
medical facilities, in
themselves a variety ranging
from a neonatal intensive
care unit to an outpatients’
facility, refurbishment of a
dental school, medical fitout
of an aircraft for the Royal
Flying Doctor Service, and
101 Sunshine Coaches have
been placed in service to
transport children from
special schools.

More than 1,000 guests pulled on their
boardshorts or slipped into a sarong for the
Variety “Beach Ball” held at the Adelaide
Convention Centre in July. The party was
themed by Evelyn Roth, students from TAFE
and the State Theatre Company, and guests
had a fun night being entertained and dancing
to the “Flaming Sambuccas” and “Banana
Republic”. Variety event Chairman, Peter Curtis,
paid special tribute to the Adelaide Convention
Centre for their sponsorship which enabled the

function to raise a net amount of $122,000 for
the direct benefit of ill, disabled and
disadvantaged children.

Variety is an “Umbrella Charity”, with the charter
of assisting all children in need. The Club’s
origins go back to 1927 when eleven vaudeville
showmen formed the first Variety Club in
Pittsburgh USA, and as the eleven young
actors found work in other cities, so they
formed other Variety Clubs. 

Variety Club’s “Beach Ball” raises $122,000 for special children

Premier’s “Welcome Home” 
for SA Iraq contingent
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September was mushroom month
when we focussed on the enjoyment of
the many kinds of mushroom available
close to Adelaide, the Mushroom
Growers Association holding their
Mushroom media launch at Regattas
Bistro. More than 40 food writers and
people associated with the mushroom
industry turned up for what became a
mushroom extravaganza, as chef Luke
Southwood worked wonders with an
imaginative menu. Although there are
only two varieties of mushroom grown
in South Australia, the White Agaricus
and Swiss Brown, they appear in many
forms from small buttons to meaty
giants, doubling in size every 24 hours.

Mushroom Month



Regatta’s 
Gourmet night
As reported in the Autumn issue,
amongst the signature events at
Regattas Bistro are the regular Gourmet
Nights, the July event attended by more
than 80 enthusiastic lovers of good food
and wine.

Keynote winery was Chain of Ponds, and
throughout the evening, winemaker
Neville Falkenberg introduced diners to
each wine as the menu progressed.
Guests were greeted with his “Diva”
sparkling wine, followed by “Nether Hill”
Unwooded Chardonnay, and their
“Amadaeus” Cabernet Sauvignon
complimented the main course.

The five courses and sorbet began with
sauteed lobster and lobster boullion,
then entree followed by sherry braised
veal shank in pistachio crust, mango
tartlet with lemon cream and cheese
plates. But the surprise hit of the evening
was the entree; tagliatelle served from a
parmesan wheel with truffles
accompanied by Chain of Ponds’ “Black
Thursday” Sauvignon Blanc. A parmesan
wheel is the complete parmesan cheese
hollowed-out, in which the hot tagliatelle
is stirred, melting the cheese on to the
pasta, resulting in the tang of fresh
parmesan throughout the dish.

As we went to press, the Spring Gourmet Night
was a week away, and now it’s time to make
plans for the next Summer Event which will be
late February.

Wooden boats reflect the romance and
workmanship of a bygone era, and whilst
today in a resurgence of wooden
boatbuilding, wood is combined with
modern materials, there’s nothing to
equal a varnished hull or polished brass.
And it’s this fascination which, every two
years, draws people to the art of wooden
boatbuilding and the Festival at Goolwa.
One of the historic local designs, a newly
constructed classic wooden Mundoo
river cruiser – 34 feet (10.4 metres) in
length, was a feature of the 41st Boat
Show, the event’s second year at the
Adelaide Convention Centre.

Touring the Fleurieu is to enjoy a wealth
of interesting places gathered within a
compact area and guaranteed to satisfy
every taste. Day tour, or three day out-of-
town soiree, you’ll not be disappointed.

All images – Fleurieu Peninsula, South Australia.
Further information at www.southaustralia.com
(**Photo courtesy of The Advertiser)

Whales, Wines and Wooden boats
Almost two years ago, in Summer 2002 edition, we briefly toured
many of the Fleurieu Peninsula’s wide variety of attractions. 
Now, we feature three of the many delights which await visitors to
this Region, barely an hour’s drive from the Adelaide CBD, and of
course are there for lucky residents all year ‘round.
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A Corner of South Australia

Winter through to early Summer is
Whale Watching Season, when from
June until November, Southern Right
whales pass by on their leisurely
journey from Antarctica to the Great
Australian Bight and return.
“The Bluff” at Victor
Harbor, once site of a
whaling station, but today
exclusively a grandstand,
provides the ideal point to
view the passing parade.

Adult whales, often
accompanied by a calf,
dally near the shore, their
spectacular watersports –
breaching, sailing, body
rolling and flipper-flopping,
providing entertainment for
spectators. Although
Southern Rights
predominate, it’s still
possible to sight other species of whale
near our coastline, where Humpback,
Sperm and Orcas (Killer Whales) are
occasionally seen. The Orca, as the
ocean’s foremost predator, travels in
pods of as many as 40, hunting other
whales, seals, dolphins and fish.

The Fleurieu is one of the world’s
foremost wine growing areas, with more
than 60 individual cellar doors waiting to
greet visitors. Amongst familiar labels are
many which are world renowned in their
own right, representing quality wines,
consistently judged at leading wine
shows, year after year, as amongst the
very best in the world. Recently,
Tatachilla’s 1996 Foundation Shiraz was
judged “Best Rhone Shiraz” at the
London International Wine Challenge,
just one of the widely acclaimed awards
being obtained by Adelaide’s regional
wineries. The McLaren Vale Sea and
Vines Festival, usually held on the first
weekend in June, is a popular
celebration of this industry.

The internationally recognised Wooden
Boat Festival at Goolwa, attracts
spectators, participants, collectors, and
other visitors from around Australia and
overseas.

**
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November 4:
Melbourne Cup luncheon $45

December 25:
Christmas lunch $60

New YearÕs Evedinner $70

January 3 to February 18:
ÓMamma MiaÓ Ð Dinner and
Show. Details page 5

Only a couple of months away and time is
running out for those who havenÕt yet made
plans to enjoy the best party in town !

ItÕs the Rhythm of the Caribbean, featuring
ÒBrazzaÓ, the classic steel drums of ÒBanana
RepublicÓ and a superb all-inclusive menu Ð
selected champagne, wine, CooperÕs beer
and soft drinks. A Havana Club ÒPina
ColadaÓ will greet you on arrival and the
menu to follow is nothing short of
sumptuous.

Try Jamaican spiced green prawns and

New Year RegattasÕ
Calendar

Riverbank Bridge
being constructedThis edition, I thought it

would be interesting if I
briefly provided an indication
of some of the passion
which goes into the work of
many people for whom their
work is their life, and the
advantages of a convention
or gathering through which
they can display and
demonstrate their fields of
endeavour to others.

This occurred to me when reviewing an
event which comes from headquarters
in the USA to the Adelaide Convention
Centre in August 2006. ItÕs the
International Society for Plant and
Molecular BiologyÕs 8th World Congress,
and when I first learned of the Congress
and their objectives, I thought this would
also be a great opportunity for the
growing bio tech industry in South
Australia, and many perceived
opportunities for growing this as a
business occurred to me. But thatÕs not
what itÕs all about, as I soon discovered.

Talking with Leon Dure, Treasurer of the
organisation based in Athens, Georgia, I
found that this is very much a scientific
and academic affair, and many of the
subjects being researched by scientists
may never have a direct commercial
application, although in the long run
their work could have far reaching
effects upon future lifestyles. Perhaps a
cure, a new breed or a process will
eventually have a profound effect, the
commercial benefits for which may be
far ahead.

Delegates will discuss subjects we lay
people can barely pronounce. If you

USA desk
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coconut mousseline with crab chilli salsa to
begin, and then Veal Barbados with Kahlua
cream sauce and meat jus, Pineapple and
Havana Club Rum Baba Ð caramelised cane
sugar and chantilly cream, completing the
meal with cheeses, sugar dusted dried mango
slices and lavosh biscuits. Coffee, a variety of
teas and chocolate truffles of course.

Emma Hirth will take your booking Ð 
8212 4099 at $115pp, or email Emma at
emmah@adelaidecc.com.au. And you can
also book online at www.adelaidecc.com.au

The Adelaide Convention Centre is one of
the seven stakeholders in the ÒRiverbank
PrecinctÓ and as our frontage opens on to
the Precinct we have considerable
interest in assisting and guiding activities
for the benefit of our customers and the
people of South Australia.

In Autumn we reported the ÒLong DinnerÓ
Ð in length of table if not duration,
arranged by the Riverbank Marketing
Committee, an event which was
outstandingly successful. Now thereÕs an
event of a different kind, where the State
Government will spend $3million
constructing a footbridge and associated
works to link the City with the Torrens, the
project to be completed in February
2004.

This will encourage greater use of the
Riverbank and give visitors ready access
to the promenade and facilities such as
Regattas. As this will form part of the
Festival Theatre surrounds, the architects
have consulted the Festival TheatreÕs
designer to respect his original plans.

The proposed bridge is on the left hand side of this
concept picture which includes AdelaideÕs Festival
Theatre

want to learn about symbiotic
interactions, biodiversity and germ
plasma interaction, or intra and
intercellular trafficking, this is the place to
be. At the Congress, there will be more
than 1,500 poster boards with scientists
and students standing by to answer
questions and discuss their subjects. An
absolutely fascinating opportunity, no
matter how expert you may be in your
own field, to learn so much in such a
short time at what I imagine could be
likened to a State Fair in molecular
biology.

Professor Anna Koltunow of the CSIRO
heads the Congress organisation at the
Adelaide end, and her enthusiasm, with
the support of South Australian
professionals and organisations, will go
far towards ensuring this will be a roaring
success. While accepting there is not
necessarily a direct or immediate
commercial return to the biologist, we
can expect their work to result in a better
quality of life for all, and I canÕt think of a
better place to rendezvous this wealth of
knowledge than in one of the worldÕs
richest agricultural centers Ð Adelaide !

Boyd ChristensonÐ St Paul, Minnesota
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