
Airport incidental: Although Adelaide’s airport’s not large, and is probably one of the world’s easiest
international airports to negotiate, the airport still ranks amongst Australia’s busiest in terms of passenger
numbers. Most recent figures from DOTARS’ “Top 20 Domestic Routes” list Adelaide-Melbourne and
Adelaide-Sydney as the Country’s 4th and 5th busiest, with annual passenger traffic of more than 2.5million.
In comparison, Perth-Melbourne and Perth-Sydney are ranked 8th and 9th (1.9million), while Canberra, the
Nation’s capital, with a constantly mobile travelling public, manages 12th and 13th position (1.5million) for its
busiest routes, Melbourne and Sydney. Given Adelaide’s position in the market, completion of the long
awaited new airport at the earliest possible time is critical to our business.

If military skirmishes, global unrest, and the occasional epidemic are being blamed for the worldwide
downturn in tourism and convention business, the news apparently hasn’t yet filtered through to
Adelaide, where Malaysian Airline Systems has added another flight to Adelaide direct from Kuala
Lumpur, returning, also direct, a few hours later.
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Malaysian ignores the trend

At a time when many airlines are winding back schedules, 
the increasing level of tourism and freight to, and from 

Adelaide has prompted  extension of current schedules 
to provide inward flights by Malaysian on Friday, 

Saturday, Monday and Wednesday, returning 
Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

Malaysian’s results for the year to 31 March, 
report a net profit of $A135million, results 

which run against the common industry 
trend. During the period, their 

international traffic increased 9.4% 
and freight increased 17.7%.

Air links with Asia are vital for South Australia’s primary
industry, with fresh seafood, including live rock lobster,
delivered to restaurants only a few hours from being
caught. Other produce – grain fed beef, lamb and
other meats are refrigerated, not frozen, fruit and
vegetables are garden fresh on delivery. South
Australian manufactured products are only a few hours
away from Asian and other world markets.

So when you settle in your seat, perhaps spare a
thought for your fellow passengers in the hold below.
You’re in quality company!


